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THE STORM CENTRE IN THE NEAR EAST 

BY KABL BLIND. 



I. 

All those who are able to appreciate the matchless benefit 
which the civilization of the world has derived from ancient Hel- 
lenic culture and from its revival, in the Eenaissance Age of hu- 
manistic studies down to our days, are looking with grave anx- 
iety to what the coming spring and summer will bring forth. I 
refer to that much-disturbed "weather-corner" — as the Ger- 
mans phrase it — called "Macedonia" as well as to Bulgaria, 
where at present a wholesale and most atrocious persecution of 
the Greek inhabitants of this country takes place. 

The greatest apprehensions exist at Athens itself. It is not 
only on account of the renewed bloodthirsty campaign of Bul- 
garian bands which hare again broken into Macedonia, or of the 
arrival, in the Piraeus, week after week, of such masses of Greek 
exiles from Eastern Rumelia and from the Bulgarian Kingdom 
at large, owing to the cruel measures deliberately taken against 
that nationality by the Government of Sofia. It is chiefly, also, 
because in England an active political group does its worst to 
encourage the Bulgarian rulers to effect a formal military inter- 
vention in Macedonia by means of its army; hints being given 
that, in such a case, England would furnish aid for that venture ! 
These attempts need to be fully shown up, while there is still 
time. The maintenance of the peace of all Europe is involved 
in these occurrences. 

A few months ago, when the Interparliamentary Conference 
was held in London, I had occasion to discuss this subject with 
a number of notable Greeks, some of whom had come here as rep- 
resentatives of the Legislature at Athens. Among them was Mr. 
Mauromichalis, a former Cabinet Minister, who has been Secre- 
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tary-at-War and head of the Admiralty. He is a descendant of 
a famous family, many of whose members played a leading part 
in the War of Independence. T have frequent occasions, too, to 
learn the feelings of other distinguished Greeks in the political 
world, former and present ambassadors, public writers, as well 
as men of the great merchant class in the Greek communities in 
England. And I can fully testify to the very bitter feelings pre- 
vailing among them. They stand aghast at the incomprehensible 
swerving round of public opinion (or what is artificially made to 
appear as such) in this once phil-Hellene " land of Lord Byron," 
who laid down his life in the Greek War of Independence. 

"What aims and objects," the Greeks ask, "has this strange 
policy ? What are we to think of such action on the part of Lib- 
erals, who fall into the nets craftily spread by men whose doings 
virtually serve Russian policy in the East? Can it be forgot- 
ten that, by the Treaty of San Stefano, Russian Tsardom sought 
to gain access for Bulgaria to the iEgean Sea, whilst trying to 
get for itself the military and financial overlordship in Bul- 
garia? Are the terrible and murderous plots to be forgotten by 
which the Government of St. Petersburg has for years endeavored 
to obtain the mastery over Bulgaria ?" 

Not being able, at present, to pursue an active policy of attack 
in the Near East, Muscovite Autocracy still works for its well- 
known aim by supporting Bulgarian aggression, so as to keep up a 
state of general disturbance for future use. The procedures of 
Russian consuls and ambassadors in the East prove this to a suf- 
ficient extent. No wonder if Bulgarian freebooters, when re- 
leased from captivity at the demand of those representatives of 
the Russian Government, exclaim, on leaving prison : " Long live 
our Tsar Nicholas !" 

Guns, ammunition, dynamite, money, for the Bulgarian free- 
booters, have been clearly traced to Muscovite sources. The com- 
plicity of the Government at Sofia with the irruptions into Mace- 
donia is so patent that the Opposition press and the Opposition 
speakers in the Bulgarian Parliament itself have repeatedly de- 
nounced it in the strongest words possible. 

II. 
In order to clear the ground as to the race question in Mace- 
donia, a few details may here at once be given. By unscrupulous 
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writers, whose manoeuvres cannot be too strongly reproved, it is 
often made out that that still Turkish province is mainly in- 
habited by a Slav race — namely, Bulgars, identical in blood with 
those of the neighboring Principality. 

Now, first of all, the Bulgars are originally not a Slav race. 
They are of Tartar, Mongolian, descent. They originally lived 
near the river Volga; hence their name of Volgars, Bolgars or 
Bulgars. Making an incursion into the Balkan countries many 
centuries ago, and establishing themselves there, they became Slav- 
onized in speech. Physically, their aspect, as well as their quali- 
ties, still indicates their Tartar origin in a great measure. I need 
not say that I state this merely as an historical fact, not wishing 
in the least to draw an insidious conclusion therefrom. I am 
not in any way given to race hatred. 

As to " Macedonia," the very word is scarcely known to the 
masses, of whatever national origin, which at present inhabit that 
province. Historically, in ancient times, there lived there a peo- 
ple of Thrakian (Thracian) kinship. It can clearly be shown 
to have been in close relationship with the vast Getic, Gothic, 
Germanic stock that once filled Eastern Europe, up to the High 
North, and the greater part of Asia Minor. Those Thrakian 
Macedonians, of whom Alexander the Great is the most notable 
in history, became, in the course of time, Hellenized in culture 
and speech. Afterwards, in the disturbed times of the early Mid- 
dle Ages, Bulgars and other race fragments made incursions upon 
that Hellenized Thrakian population which, of old, had been 
added to by Greeks pushing up from the South. 

Thus, to this day, not less than seven races, each with a dif- 
ferent speech, exist in Macedonia; that is, in the three Turkish 
vilayets (departments) of Kossovo, Monastir and Salonika, which 
are usually, though somewhat erroneously, held to constitute that 
province. There are in it Greeks, Bulgars, Turks, Serbs, Kutzo- 
Wallachs (kindred in language, or rather dialect, to the people 
of the Rumanian Kingdom near the Danube, who speak a daugh- 
ter-language of Latin), Albans and even Jews. These last, often 
thickly clustering together in certain localities, are reckoned, in 
the East, as a special nationality. Surely, a multicolored con- 
glomerate of Macedonian races ! 

Yet the attempt of the Bulgarian bands, which have the Gov- 
ernment authorities of Sofia stealthily at their back, has been, 
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for about four years, to effect by every means of terror and blood- 
shed the forcible Bulgarization of the whole province. The un- 
fortunate victims have been and are the Greeks, who, in the two 
southern departments of "Macedonia," are statistically provable 
to be in a largely preponderating majority. Whilst, in the 
northernmost vilayet of Kossovo, there is a Slav-speaking ma- 
jority, the two southern departments have 348,050 Greeks against 
205,886 Bulgars in Salonika; and 309,7^2 Greeks against only 
174,000 Bulgars in Monastir. 

Thus, the whole south of the Turkish province in question, 
which is the real " Macedonia," has a clear majority of Hellenic 
people. They are certainly by far the more highly developed na- 
tional element, and the influence of their culture reaches also 
north — just as it does eastwards into Asia Minor and southwards 
even into Egypt. 

III. 

Yet, for years past, this more civilized population, living out- 
side of, but close to, the frontier of Greece, has been the object 
of incessant attacks from the brigand raids of Bulgarian bands, 
who under the false parole of " Macedonia for the Macedonians," 
try to denationalize the superior Greek element by the most out- 
rageous means of murder and arson. The deeds done in many 
cases transport us, in mind, to what has occurred in the most 
barbarous, even prehistoric, times of out-and-out savagery. It 
was, and it is, a perfect tragedy. The assassination game is al- 
most too awful for words. 

At last the Greeks resolved upon their own defence by the 
organization of three corps. They are attacked by the Bulgars 
both as a race, and because Greeks, in their religious creed, keep 
to the Patriarchate at Constantinople, whereas the Bulgars follow 
the so-called Exarch. That high priest is the Muscovite favorite. 

And this detestable struggle, in which the aggressors are actu- 
ated by clerical bigotry, as well as by race hatred — a struggle 
of Christians against Christians — is falsely described, by men who 
advocate a military intervention of the Government at Sofia, as 
if it were a struggle of the " Christian Macedonians " against 
the "Infidel Turk!" Could misrepresentation, systematic mis- 
leading of public opinion, further go ! 

Those who urge on such interference do not care whether, by 
an operation of that kind, a general war would be lighted up — 
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a war which soon might spread into Asia and Africa, throughout 
the Mohammedan world, which finds itself more and more hard 
pressed by an injudicious policy of Christian Powers in the Near 
East, in Egypt and in India. For, let it not be forgotten that, 
according to the testimony even of men who would fain break up 
the Ottoman Empire, the progress of culture has reached also 
the younger generation of Turks. It has reached equally so the 
younger men of Mussulman faith, or outward creed, in the land 
of the Nile, and in the far-off Asiatic dominions of England. 

Now, what a farce it was, on the part of the European Powers, 
to appoint the Eussian Tsar and the Government of Austria- 
Hungary as reformers of the maladministration of the Sultan, 
and as healers of the troubles, in Macedonia. " Physician, heal 
thyself !" Eussia, in the throes of a sanguinary revolution against 
an Autocracy loaded with more sins of hideous oppression than 
the Sultan Abdul-Hamid ! And the Government of Austria- 
Hungary — where Germans and Czechs, Magyars and many Slav 
populations, Poles, Euthenians, Slovaks, Serbs, Italians and Bu- 
manians are in the most discordant strife on national and consti- 
tutional matters — forsooth, that Government also is to be the great 
medicine-man for curing the race evils of the Ottoman Empire, 
and of Macedonia especially! Here it would be difficult not to 
write a satire. 

To give an idea of the cold-bloodedness with which the chiefs 
of the Bulgarian freebooters go to work in their attacks upon 
the Greeks in Macedonia, it may be useful to quote the most 
prominent of them, Boris Saraf off . He is the so-called " Eeviser 
of the Inner Organization," and has just returned from a pro- 
longed secret stay in Macedonia, in view of an intended renewal 
of the campaign there. Shortly before he went away from Sofia, 
he said to a German interviewer: 

" We have not, since 1903, forced anybody to make common cause with 
us. We only demanded, wher explaining our object and distributing 
arms, that everybody should preserve proper silence, and not act as a 
traitor. Now, whoever became a traitor was killed, irrespective of na- 
tionality. It was for disloyalty they were punished with death — but 
only because they were traitors, not because they were Greeks or Serbs." 

How very simple! When you have a Greek or a Servian Slav 
before you, who objects to being violently made into a Bulgar, 
you call him a " traitor " and then slaughter him. By such a 



586 TBE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

plain process all difficulties standing in the way are easily dis- 
posed of ; for, as Mr. Saraf off says : " We want an autonomous 
Macedonia." 

He then went, in that interview, into a fantastic plan of a fresh 
campaign and the future convocation of a Macedonian " National 
Assembly " (of course, after Greeks, Serbs and other incongruous 
impediments have been killed off) for the purpose of electing a 
Prince as ruler. Add to this that, during the last few years, rival 
Bulgarian freebooters' bands have even fallen upon and massacred 
each other; and the picture of the "Macedonian Chaos" leaves 
little to be desired in abominable confusion. 

IV. 

Striking testimony to the real state of things has been given 
by Mr. Kyriakulis Mauromichalis, whom I have before mentioned, 
and who occupies at present a leading position in Parliament. 
When Mr. Sarafoff, the Bulgarian freebooter's chief, was asked 
how it could be explained that, in the last campaign in Macedonia, 
his followers were finally driven back into the neighboring Prin- 
cipality, he took good care not to enter into details. It was a bad 
poser for him. Now on this subject, Mr. Mauromichalis says : 

" For years Bulgarian bands formed and fitted out at the cost of the 
Principality, and commanded by Bulgarian officers, penetrated into Mace- 
donia, terrorizing its populations, massacring the Greek inhabitants, 
burning their property, destroying their villages, in order to force them 
to give up their religious faith and their national conscience by declaring 
themselves ' Exarchists ' — that is, Bulgars. The Greeks seeing that the 
Turkish authorities could not, or would not, defend themselves against 
these armed bands, and that Europe remained deaf to their outcries and 
their sufferings, felt that nothing was left to them but to take up arms 
themselves in order to drive back these aggressors. Although continually 
attacked by the Turkish troops, who had let the Bulgarian bands do their 
worst, the Greek free-corps succeeded in delivering the country from the 
terrorists, restoring quiet and making it possible for the peaceful popu- 
lation, without distinction of race and religion, to attend to their affairs. 
I ask you: Could these Greek free-corps have been able to achieve so happy 
a result if the country had not been with them, and if the main portion 
of the population were not Greek I" 

The Hellenic statesman then dwelt on the fact of Turks, Bul- 
gars, Jews, and so forth, who reside in Greece, enjoying there the 
full benefit of absolute freedom. On the contrary, in Bulgaria 
and Rumania, the numerous Greeks there are the object of the 
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most pitiless persecution. Masses of Greeks have had to fly from 
Bulgaria and Eastern Eumelia which is connected with that Prin- 
cipality. The cities of Anchialos, Burgas, Varna, Philippopolis, 
Rustschuk and other Bulgarian towns have been the scene of the 
most disgraceful attacks upon the Greek inhabitants there. They 
had, and numbers of them still have, to seek safety at Constan- 
tinople, Smyrna and Athens. 

Scenes of barbarism were enacted, during which thousands of 
Greeks lost their lives in Bulgaria, and a mass of their property 
was destroyed. "At last," the distinguished Hellenic statesman 
says, " Christian Bulgaria had to undergo the disgrace of receiv- 
ing an indignant protest against all those acts' of massacre, de- 
struction and pillage from a Mussulman Government, from the 
Government of the Turks. And civilized Europe, the Europe 
of the twentieth century, was not moved by the spectacle of seeing 
the defence of Christian minorities in a vassal Principality of 
Turkey taken in hand by the Porte !" 

Truly, "upon horror's head, horrors accumulate." It looks 
as if, for the ill success of Bulgarian bands in Macedonia, revenge 
were being taken upon the Greeks in Bulgaria itself. Tens of 
thousands of them have, within the last few months, been driven 
to emigration by such sanguinary persecution as the Turks them- 
selves, in their conquests, have never been guilty of. In towns 
like Anchialos, until lately mainly inhabited by Greeks, there have 
been bloodshed, incendiarism, robbery, violent seizure even of 
Cathedrals, with the full connivance of the Bulgarian authorities. 
When the Exarchist bishop solemnly took possession of the Greek 
Cathedral, after those disgraceful deeds, he did not scruple to 
declare that " a town which hitherto had been as Greek as Athens, 
or even more so, was now in course of becoming Bulgarian." 

Week by week, some three hundred, four hundred, even five 
hundred Greeks, have of late landed as exiles from Bulgaria at 
Constantinople or at Athens. The number has been growing so 
much that the Turkish authorities finally forbade their disem- 
barking in an Ottoman port. The Government at Athens, scarce- 
ly knowing what to do with such an ever-swelling crowd of refu- 
gees, has brought in a bill for settling those of the agricultural 
class in Thessaly, where the State possesses some domains. 

To add to the sufferings of the Greek would-be emigrants from 
Bulgaria, the authorities there have latterly put on them all kinds 
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of arbitrary imposts before permission for leaving the country is 
given them. If they cannot pay those imposts, which often reach 
the very amount of their property, embargo is laid upon that 
property. It has to be left as security, unsaleable by its owner. 
No wonder many of those emigrants burned their huts and then 
fled. 

These barbarities are of so crying a character that even at Paris 
— where Tsardom and its Bulgarian protege are still treated very 
tenderly, owing to the Kussian loans in which masses of French- 
men are interested — protests have recently been raised. The 
" Temps " makes an appeal to the Cabinet of Sofia in the name of 
outraged humanity and of the Treaties of 1878, which have been 
so disgracefully violated in the case of the Greek inhabitants of 
Bulgaria and Eastern Bumelia. 

V. 

What can be done? Look at what the Sofia paper, which is 
the organ of the parliamentary Opposition leader, Daneff, says. 
It denies that the Principality, as was asserted in the speech from 
the Throne, "has become an important factor of civilization." 
It declares, on the contrary, that " Bulgaria has become an im- 
portant factor of disorder." It refers to " excesses of all kinds, 
to brigandage, incendiarism, daily misdemeanors, thefts, attempts 
upon the lives and property of men of every race in the realm." 

In the Bulgarian Parliament, Mr. Naito Tsanoff has openly 
charged the Government with being the author of the anti-Greek 
movement, and having "promoted inexcusable deeds of such 
violence as even Rumania, though in conflict with Greece, does 
not tolerate." The same charge was brought forward by another 
member, Mr. Tassaroff, who spoke of " the scandal and the bar- 
barism of the anti-Greek movement." These are Bulgarian voices, 
hence certainly not to be suspected. 

Where, then, would it be most necessary to intervene, if an 
intervention were at all desirable and judicious? Would it be 
right to appoint the Bulgarian Government as a military executor 
in Macedonia? Or might it not rather be the proper thing to 
take that Government to task for its downright violation of the 
Treaties of 1878 and of the simplest principles of humanity ? 

Strange to say, one obvious measure of reform for the Mace- 
donian complication and of Turkish Administration in general 
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is never discussed in England now, unless it is done by the writer 
of this essay. I mean the reconvocation of the Ottoman Parlia- 
ment, which sat at Constantinople in 1877 and 1878, and which 
was " prorogued " when the Eussian army was before the gates of 
the Turkish capital. Prorogued it was — not abolished. Pro- 
rogued — not even dissolved. To the European Ambassadors, 
more especially to the one from England, the Sultan formally 
promised a later reconvocation. 

Two successive English Ambassadors have testified to the ex- 
cellence of the work done, or attempted, by that Parliament, in 
which Turks, Greeks, Bulgars, Albanians, Egyptians, Arabs, Sy- 
rians, harmoniously worked together. A word from England now 
would force the Sultan to make good his promise of 1878. Why 
is that word not spoken? "This silence is suspicious!" many 
Greeks may believe. 

Having for many years been in close contact with the leaders 
of the " Young Turkish " Eef ormers, who call for the reconvoca- 
tion of an Ottoman Parliament, I might say more on that most 
important subject. For the present, be it enough to observe that, 
in the opinion of the " Young Turks," with the death of Abdul- 
Hamid — an event probably not far off — a decisive constitutional 
change may be effected at Constantinople. 

Kabl Blind. 



